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Conservation Examination and Treatment Proposal Catalog Number: PECO 3547
IDENTIFICATION:
Catalog Number: PECO 3547 Examined by Kasey Hamilton
Object: OLLA Project Objects
Conservator
Material: CERAMIC Date of Report: 4/2/2021
Accession number: PECO-00046
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Description:

"SMALL BLACK OLLA RESTORED, 95% COMPLETE, 2 pieces
"Poltery of Pecos"; Vol Il; Fig. 277g" as stated in the ICMS record.

The object is a low-fired ceramic with a round base, wide shoulder, tapered neck, and wide flared rim. A decorative
band consisting of two incised lines and circular impressions is present just above the shoulder. The clay body is
mottled with a range of dark brown to black coloration, likely related to firing.

Previous Repairs Noted:
The object has been previously reassembled.

EXAMINATION:
BT Digital Photograph: PECO_3547_BT1-BT6_2021
Condition:
The object has been previously reconstructed and is structurally unstable due to the degrading adhesive. The ceramic
is currently in two separate pieces: one piece accounting for approximately 90% of the entire ceramic and another
fragment consisting of approximately 5%. This fragment consists of four reassembled sherds and is currently locked

out. The remaining 5% of the ceramic material is lost. Some joins are gapped or misaligned. There is some darkening
around the break edges due to excess adhesive.

The adhesive fluoresces a green-yellow color under UVA, indicating the adhesive is likely cellulose nitrate.
Microchemical testing or cellulose nitrate using diphenylamine was performed on the the adhesive to confirm. The
adhesive tested positive for cellulose nitrate.

Minor surface dust is present throughout.

The number "66902" is painted on the bottom of the vessel in red, along with a handwritten catalogue number "PECO
3547" in black on a white background with a clear adhesive layer applied over it.
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TREAT :
Proposed Treatment Steps:

1) Reduce surface dust using a HEPA filtered vacuum and soft brush.

2) A map of sherd locations will be created by wrapping thin plastic sheeting around the ceramic, and tracing the
outlines of the sherds using a felt tipped pen.

3) The sherds will be gently disassembled. The abject will be placed in an acetone chamber to soften the joining
adhesive to aid in disassembly. The object will be padded to ensure the sherds do not fall from the object while in the
chamber,

4) Once disassembled, remaining adhesive residue will be reduced from the edges of the sherds using acetone.
Brushes, bamboo skewers, scalpels and dental tools may be used to help remove old repair materials fram the texture
of the ceramic.

5) Excess adhesive will be reduced as possible from surfaces adjacent to break edges using cotton swabs wetted with
acetone and/or cotton poultices wetted with acetone.

6) Cleaned sherd edges will be consolidated with dilute Paraloid B-72 in acetone.
7) Sherds will be reassembled with 30% Paraloid B-72 in acetone.

8) If possible, the currently detached fragment will be reintegrated into the ceramic. Otherwise, the object will be
reconstructed to the highest degree of completion possible, and remaining sherds will be preserved in a labeled
plastic bag.

9) If the catalogue number was lost during disassembly in the vapor chamber, it will be printed on archival paper and
secured using Paraloid B-72.

Goals a isks of Tre:

The goal of treatment is to improve the long-term stability of the object by removing the failing adhesive and
reassembling the sherds using a more stable acrylic resin. If the ceramic is sprung, it may not be possible to fully
reconstruct the object. Attempts to reduce adhesive residues on the surface may not completely remove staining
around break edges, as the adhesive is likely absorbed into the porous ceramic matrix. There is minimal chemical risk
to the object with the proposed treatment. Care will be taken to minimize physical harm from handling and tools.

Treatment Materials to be used:
Acetone, Paraloid B-72, Permalife acid-free buffered paper

Estimated Treatment Hours: 84

Conservation
Ti [:] ority: 1
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CERTIFICATION: The above treatment will be executed in accordance with the Code of Ethics and Standards of
Practice of the American Institute of Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works.

Partner/Contractor

Conservator
signature and date: K“M«l\ ‘\JYM/Q/ 417121

NPS Conservator % é 04/07/2021

signature and date:

Curter Q&M« ~Fewen | )
signature and date: M % _% } deoo- l
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