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Treatment Report Catalog Number: LIBI 2262

IDENTIFICATION:

Catalog Number: LIBI 2262 Date of Treatment Report: 6/25/2021

Object: MOCCASIN Conservation Treatment Kasey Hamilton

Material: HIDE --GLASS Performed by: Project Objects
Conservator

Accession number: LIBI-00114
Center Accession

number: o B
Ng.
Measurements: 2262a:7.5H, 10.4 W, 21.5D CM 508
2262b:7H, 11 W, 21.4 D CM =
Description:

"ONE PAIR OF SMALL SIZE MADE OF DOESKIN, ALMOST COMPLETELY COVERED WITH RED, GREEN, BLUE,
PINK, AND WHITE BEADS. (2262 WAS MARKED WITH AN X ON THE MANUSCRIPT.)" as stated in the ICMS record.

LIBI 2262 is a pair of leather moccasins almost entirely covered with white, pink, red, dark blue, and light green
beadwork. The leather is light-colored and flexible (likely brain tanned) with rawhide soles sewn to the bottom.

Paper support forms covered with muslin are inserted inside the moccasins.

Paper labels with the catalog numbers "LIBI 2262a" and "LIBI 2262b" are tied to a string at the back of the proper right
and proper left moccasin, respectively.

TREATMENT:

Treatment Procedure:

1) The beadwork was surface cleaned using a soft bristle brush and a low suction vacuum. Dry microfiber swabs, cotton
swabs, and bamboo skewers were used to reduce grime from interstices.

2) Beadwork was wet cleaned using cotton swabs lightly dampened with 1:1 deionized water:ethanol.

3) Leather at the heels was humidified between layers of Reemay, Gore-tex, and cotton blotters dampened with 3:1
deionized water:ethanol. Additional tissue paper padding was placed inside the mocassins as support. Each moccasin
was placed within a polyethlene bag during humidification. Damp blotter was changed for dry blotter after the first 15
minutes and again after 30 minutes. Humidification was repeated twice until creases were sufficiently relaxed and the
objects were allowed to dry overnight with the supportive padding in place.

4) Loose beads on 2262a were stabilized with a small dot of Lascaux 498 HV applied to the sinew.

5) Tears were stabilized with Japanese tissue, toned with colored pencils to match surrounding areas and adhered to
the leather using a heat-set adhesive film (1:1 Lascaux 498HV:Lascaux 303). Two layers of the Lascaux mixture were
brushed onto lightweight Japanese tissue and allowed to dry. The front (non-adhesive) side of the tissue was toned with
colored pencils to match the color of the leather.

The tear at the back ankle cuff of 2262a was easily realigned and Japanese tissue was applied to the interior of the cuff

and heat-set into place using a small Teflon coated tacking iron. A tear along the top left of 2262a was stabilized with a
Japanese tissue support bridge attached to the interior with a tacking iron.
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The tear at the front proper left side of the ankle cuff of 2262b could not be aligned without exerting stress on
surrounding areas. Instead of forcing the tear together, a toned Japanese tissue support bridge was inserted into the
small area of loss with and attached to the leather at the top and bottom of the fill using the adhesive-backed Japanese
tissue and a tacking iron.

6) Tape was removed from the interior of the moccasins. A cotton swab dampened with ethanol was used to soften the
adhesive and a thin metal spatula was used to lift the tape from the leather surface.

6) Additional acid-free tissue was added to the support forms within the moccasins to better support the heels.

Date of completion of treatment: 7/1/2021 Actual treatment hours: 4.5

Treatment discussion:
Treatment was performed as proposed. A significant amount of surface grime and soiling remained on the glass beads
after dry cleaning. Wet cleaning was performed to reduce the grime as possible. Some soiling can still be observed in
the difficult to access interstices of the beadwork.
The tear along the top left of 2262a could not be safely realigned. The tear was humidified in an attempt to better align
the edges, but contact could not be sustained without exerting considerable force on surrounding beaded areas. The
tear was left in its current, slightly open configuration, and the Japanese tissue applied to the interior should provide
adequate stabilization.

There is some residual staining/discoloration from the tape adhesive on the interior of the cuffs. The adhesive residue is
ingrained and could not be reduced with solvents.

Treatment Materials Used

Acid-free Tissue: Unbuffered Interleaving Tissue supplied through University Products, 517 Main Street, Holyoke, MA
01040

Cotton Blotter: 100% Cotton Fibers supplied through Talas, 20 West 20th St, New York, NY 10011
De-lonized Water: manufactured in lab through de-ionizing column
Ethanol, ethyl alcohol: supplied through Sigma Aldrich, St. Louis, MO USA, 314-771-5750

Gore-tex laminate: manufactured by W.L. Gore and Associates, 295 Blue Ball Road, Elkton, MD 21921; supplied
through Talas, 20 West 20th St., New York, NY 10011

Japanese tissue (Tengucho): HM-1 supplied through Hiromi International, Santa Barbara, CA 90404; (310) 998-0098

Lascaux 498 HV, methyl methacrylate and butyl acrylate emulsion, thickened with acrylic butylester: supplied through
Talas: 20 West 20" St, New York, NY 10011; (212) 219-0770)

Lascaux 303, methyl methacrylate and butyl acrylate emulsion, thickened with acrylic butylester: supplied through Talas:
20 West 20" St, New York, NY 10011; (212) 219-0770)

Polychromos® Artists' Color Pencils: manufactured by Faber-Castell, Cleveland, OH 44125; available in art supply

stores
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CERTIFICATION: The above treatment was executed in accordance with the Code of Ethics and Standards of
Practice of the American Institute of Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works.

Conservator .
signature and date: Mﬂy{,\/\ /\/\"’V"Q/ 7/7/2021
-
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