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LIBI    2262Catalog Number:
MOCCASINObject:

LIBI_2262_BT1-BT2_2021
LIBI_2262A_BT1-BT6_2021
LIBI_2262B_BT1-BT6_2021

BT Digital Photograph:

LIBI-00114Accession number:

"ONE PAIR OF SMALL SIZE MADE OF DOESKIN, ALMOST COMPLETELY COVERED WITH RED, GREEN, BLUE,
PINK, AND WHITE BEADS. (2262 WAS MARKED WITH AN X ON THE MANUSCRIPT.)" as stated in the ICMS
record.

LIBI 2262 is a pair of leather moccasins almost entirely covered with white, pink, red, dark blue, and light green
beadwork. The leather is light-colored and flexible (likely brain tanned) with rawhide soles sewn to the bottom.

Paper support forms covered with muslin are inserted inside the moccasins.

Paper labels with the catalog numbers "LIBI 2262a" and "LIBI 2262b" are tied to a string at the back of the proper right
and proper left moccasin, respectively.

Description:

IDENTIFICATION:

6/16/2021Date of Report:

EXAMINATION:

The two objects are currently unstable. The leather around the ankles is unsupported and there is a 3 cm tear at the
back of LIBI 2262b. The leather at the heels is buckling under weight of the beadwork and is not adequately supported
by the internal mount. A second small tear (1 cm) exists on the front proper left side of the ankle cuff of 2262b, where
a previous repair has failed.

The beadwork is in good condition overall and the majority is currently stable. There are two areas on LIBI 2262b
below the proper right ankle flap where a few of the green beads have been lost. There are two unstable detached
threads with loose beads.

The leather is slightly darkened overall with ingrained dirt. A small amount of dirt and grime is present on the surface
of the beads.

Degraded tape labels are present on the interior of each moccasin. A catalog number "2262x" is written in black ink on
one (inside 2262b). No text remains on the label adhered within 2262a.

Condition:

2262a: 7.5 H, 10.4 W, 21.5 D CM
2262b: 7 H, 11 W, 21.4 D CM

Measurements:

Material: HIDE --GLASS

Previous Repairs Noted:

Tears along the proper left side of the ankle cuff of 2262b has been previously sewn with sinew (likely a native repair).

Examined by Kasey Hamilton
Project Objects
Conservator

Center Accession
number:
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1) Reduce dirt and grime from the beadwork as possible using a soft bristle brush and a low suction vacuum. Use dry
foam or cotton swabs to reduce grime from interstices.

2) If necessary, wet clean beadwork using 1:1 deionized water:ethanol applied with cotton swabs.

3) Stabilize loose beads with a small dot of Lascaux 498 HV applied to the sinew.

4) Locally humidify the leather using dampened cotton blotter, Goretex, and/or Reemay barrier layers to reduce
creasing in the heels. Adjust the internal mounts to better support these areas.

5) Stabilize tears with Japanese tissue adhered to the interior of the pouch. Attach the Japanese tissue support using
a heat-set adhesive film (BEVA 371 or Lascaux 498 HV/Lascaux 360HV, pending testing). If necessary, locally
humidify the ankles cuffs to better align tears.

6) Remove tape from the interior of the moccasins using a thin metal spatula and deionized water and/or acetone or
ethanol, pending testing.

Proposed Treatment Steps:

4Estimated Treatment Hours
from Survey:

acetone, BEVA-371 film, deionized water, ethanol, Japanese tissue, Lascaux 360 HV, Lascaux 498 HV

Treatment Materials to be used:

TREATMENT PROPOSAL:

Conservation
Treatment Priority: 1

The goal of treatment is to reduce surface dirt from the object. Any further treatment to stabilize tears will require the
addition of conservation materials. In order to optimally improve the internal support, humidification may be required to
reduce creasing in the heels. Tribal representatives should be consulted in order to determine whether these
proposed steps are appropriate.

Dirt on the surface of beads permits slow deterioration. Dirt and surface grime may contribute to damaging abrasion,
provide nutrition for insects or mold, or react with moisture to accelerate chemical degradation. Mechanical cleaning
will be the primary method for reducing dirt and grime. If wet cleaning is necessary, 1:1 deionized water:ethanol will be
used minimally and the beads will be thoroughly dried after treatment.

There is minimal chemical risk to the object with the proposed treatment. Care will be taken to minimize physical harm
from handling and tools. This object has tested positive for mercury and appropriate safety measures will be taken
during treatment.

Goals and Risks of Treatment

Additional Estimated Hours
Based on Full Examination: 2
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NPS, WACC Conservation Laboratory: Examination Report and Treatment Proposal

CERTIFICATION: The above treatment will be executed in accordance with the Code of Ethics and Standards of
Practice of the American Institute of Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works.

Partner/Contractor
Conservator
signature and date:

Curator
signature and date:

NPS Conservator
signature and date:
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